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 The search committee has been diligently meeting on a weekly  

basis and we have progressed from the screening process to the  

interviewing aspect. 

 

 We have received 3 NACCC profiles and 28 UCC profiles and 

we have screened most of them. We will be interviewing 4 candidates 

in the month of April through either a Skype or in person interview. 

Remember this is the first round of interviews and will have profiles 

continuing to be sent to us. When we move to the second interview  

aspect, we will keep you informed. 

 

 So keep praying for us as we continue on this search journey. And 

most importantly be patient with the process—we are looking for the 

right fit for our church and time is needed to accomplish this. God 

Bless you all.  



 

The Cobbler and His Guest 

 
 There lived in the city of Marseilles, a hundred years ago, an old shoemaker, loved and  

honored by all his neighbors, who affectionately called him “Father Martin.” 
 

 One Christmas he sat alone in his little shop, reading of the visit of the wise men to the infant 

Jesus, and of the gifts they brought, and he said to himself, “If tomorrow were the first Christmas, and 

if Jesus were to be born in Marseilles this night, I know what I would give him!” He arose and took 

from a shelf two little shoes of softest snow-white leather, with bright silver buckles. “I would give him 

these, my finest work. How pleased his mother would be! But is a foolish old man,” he thought,  

smiling. “The Master has no need of my poor gifts.” 
 

 Replacing the shoes, he blew out the candle and retired to rest. Hardly had he closed his eyes, 

it seemed, when he heard a voice call his name. “Martin!” Intuitively, he felt aware of the identity of 

the speaker. “Martin, you have longed to see me and bid me enter, I shall be your guest and sit at 

your table.” 
 

 He did not sleep that night for joy. Before it was yet dawn, he arose and tidied up his little 

shop. Fresh sand he spread on the floor, and green boughs of fir he wreathed along the rafters. On 

the table he placed a loaf of white bread, a jar of honey, a pitcher of milk, and over the fire he hung a 

hot drink. His simple preparations were complete. 
 

 When all was in readiness, he took up his vigil at the window. He was sure he would know the 

Master. As he watched the driving sleet and rain in the cold, deserted street, he thought of the joy that 

would be his when he sat down and broke bread with his guest.  Presently, he saw an old street  

sweeper pass by, blowing upon his thin gnarled hands to warm them. Poor fellow! He must be half 

frozen, thought Martin. Opening the door, he called out to him. “Come in, my friend, and get warm, 

and drink something hot.” No further arguing was needed, and the man gratefully accepted the  

invitation. 
  

 An hour passed, and Martin saw a poor, miserably clothed woman carrying a baby. She 

paused, wearily, to rest in the shelter of his doorway. Quickly, he flung open the door. “Come in and 

get warm while you rest,” he said to her. “You are not well?”  “I am going to the hospital. I hope they 

will take me and my baby in,” she explained. “My husband is at sea, and I am ill, without a soul to 

whom I can go.” 
 

 “Poor child!” cried the old man. “You must eat something while you are getting warm. No? 

Let me give you a cup of milk to the little one. What a bright, pretty little fellow he is! Why, you have 

no shoes on him!”  “I have no shoes for him,” sighed the mother. "Then he shall have this lovely pair 

I finished yesterday.” And Martin took down the soft little snow-white shoes he had looked at the 

evening before, and slipped them on the child’s feet. They fit perfectly. Shortly, the young mother 

went on her way full of gratitude, and Martin went back to his post at the window. Hour after hour 

went by, and many needy souls shared the meager hospitality of the old cobbler, but the expected 

guest did not appear.  
 

 At last, when night had fallen, Father Martin retired to his cot with a heavy heart. “It was only a 

dream,” he sighed “I did hope and believe, but he has not come.” Suddenly, so it seemed to his  

weary eyes, the room was flooded with a glorious light; and to the cobbler’s astonished vision there 

appeared before him, one by one, the poor street sweeper, the sick mother and her baby, and all the 

people he had aided during the day. Each one smiled at him and said, “Have you not seen me? Did I 

not sit at your table? And vanished. 
 

 Then softly out of the silence he heard again the gentle voice, repeating the old, familiar words, 

“Who so shall receive one such little child in my name received me” (Matt. 18:5). “For I was  

hungered, and ye gave me meat, I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took me 

in.  “…Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 

ye have done it unto me.” (Matt. 25:35-40). 

Author unknown 



 

To benefit 

Faxon’s Animal Rescue League 
Please bring your donations to church by  

April 22th 

The list will be published soon stay tuned. 

On April 28th we will visit the animals and bring our  

supplies @ 3:00 PM 

All are welcome to join us!!!!!
 

To celebrate Earth Day on  
Sunday, April 22nd; 2018 

 Sunday School Children  
will clean up around the church 

that morning. 
 Please bring gloves! 

 
 
 

 
 

Property Committee Happenings:  
 

Comcast will become our new provider: We are switching providers to upgrade our complete 
phone system as well as increasing our ability to use WiFi. This will result in construction on the 
south side of the church. Underground cables will be installed and will go directly into the  
undercroft.  
 

Completion is expected by the end of April. (A high percentage of the cost is being covered by 
Comcast. The small cost to the church will be recovered from our monthly savings by switching to 
Comcast.) 
 

We also are repairing the rubber flooring where our church bell is located. Some leaks have  
developed and will be repaired. This work is being done by Flagship Roofing and Sheetmetal Co. 
This company will also performing an inspection of the north side of the sanctuary. They will be  
inspecting the masonry and copper flashing to determine what is causing leaks. This work on the 
rubber flooring, as well as the inspection of the sanctuary is scheduled for the month of April.  
Specific dates to be determined. 

Ken Ward, 

Chairperson 

This has been a very 
worthwhile endeavor 
that our church has 

embraced  

HOWEVER 
We need volunteers to help with the 

preparation as well as serving.  
 

SOUP KITCHEN 
 

The meals are planned by Larry  
LoVerde and Denise Ward. They do all the shopping 

and guide us in the  
preparation. 

 

Committed dates: 
May 1st, 2018  June 5th, 2018 

July 3rd, 2018 
 

Mark your calendars to be at our 
church by 2:30 PM 



 

 

A traditional song from the English countryside, 
collected around 1823: 

 

Remember us, poor Mayers all, 
    for thus do we begin, 

To live our lives in Righteousness, 
    or else we die in sin. 

 

The hedges and trees they are so green, 
    as green as any leek. 

Our heavenly father watered them 
    with his heavenly dew so sweet. 

 

The moon shines bright and the stars give a light 
    a little after the day; 

So God bless you all, both great and small, 
    and send you a joyful May. 

We are going to be celebrating the coming of the May season at  

First Congregational Church at 6 PM on Friday, May 4th as part of Arts Week, a 

statewide 'innovative festival featuring hundreds of unique and creative experiences that are 
hands-on, interactive or offer behind-the-scenes access to artists or the creative process.' 

There will be a Maypole on the lawn, and hopefully we will have people dancing around it, to 
music by the Delight Consort, my early music group. In Cambridge, MA they have a Maypole 
Dance every year that starts at dawn on May 1st, which is 5:58 AM this year, and apparently 

hundreds of people show up for it. We are scheduling ours more conveniently and hoping for 
at least a dozen or two. This year, with spring seeming very slow to come, perhaps everyone 

will want to join in the celebration when it does!  
I have taken part in May Dances in Newport and Taunton; it is a long tradition in  

New England, going back to Puritan days. 
 

At 7:00 PM, inside, on the same evening of May 4th, we will have a presentation by Joyce 

Jacobsen, music director at Calvary Pentecostal Church in Freetown, and her students which 
she describes like this: "For Love and Honor,"  presentations designed to celebrate our love of 
music and arts, a kind of hug during this horrific period which frightens and angers us all. 

Group songs, solos, piano solos, poetry readings, ukulele, and hopefully, some ballroom dance 
w/piano and voice.  Selections are in English and Spanish so far, and also celebrate  

immigrants, dreamers, and pay tribute to a few composers. Interactive factors are symbolic 
and actual, including some dance w/audience members......we will plant audience dancers if 

needed. And a small ukulele accompaniment group. 
 

And at 8:00 PM we will have a classical concert, I will play Schumann and Brahms, the  

Delight Consort will play a Suite by 17th century French composer Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
and we will also have Andrew Safioleas on violin and Dan Moniz on clarinet, selections to be 

announced later. 
 

Free to everybody, refreshments will be served.   



 

 

MANN BRAGA 

EVA & FRED DREYER 

LENA DREYER 

JEANETTE & MANUEL FERNANDES 

ELLEN BERG FREEMAN 

JOAN LAVOIE 

NORMA & LESLIE LANYON 

LESLIE E. LANYION 

THERESA LEONARD 

HOPE & ANDREW MCINTYRE 

MARY C. MEDEIROS 

JACK MENDOZA 

DONALD & ISABEL MACNAUGHT 

ETHEL & WALTER STAPELFELD 

SHARON STAPELFELD 

MR. & MRS. LESTER H. SOWLE 

MARK TAYLOR 

MR. & MRS. JAMES THORNTON 

WILLIAM MOORE TWADELL  

CAROL HERRLING TWADELL  

DANIEL MOORE TWADELL 

BRIAN VAUTRIN 

KEITH & BETTY WALSTEN 

ELEANOR & JAMES WARD 

JOE & ETHEL WERNER 

Easter flowers are given in loving  

memory of …  
 Living Memorials 

 

Brian Vautrin 

Eleanor & James Ward 

Elmer J. Wilkinson 

Hadley B. Wilkinson 

Leslie E. Lanyon 

Mary C. Medeiros 

Matilda "Tillie" & Eban Sawyer 

Norma & Leslie Lanyon 

Phyllis Wilkinson 

Theresa A. Leonard 



 

Have you ordered your brick to help complete 

our Memorial Walkway in the James Ward 

Memorial Garden? 
Order forms are available in the Narthex or by 

calling/emailing Ivette in the church office at 

(508) 672-5862 or fccfallriver@gmail.com 

Request email delivery for your Parish Guide!!!! 
You can either call  the Church Office 

 (508) 672-5862 or email:  
fccfallriver@gmail.com to register. 

All Parish Guides are also available at our Web Page,  

www.fccfallriver.org\What’s Happening 

First Congregational Church  

Yoga Class Schedule 

Tuesday,  April 3, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Tuesday,  April 10, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Tuesday,  April 17, 2018 No Class-Enjoy your 
 Vacations 

Tuesday,  April 24, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Tuesday,  May 01, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Tuesday,  May 08, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Tuesday,  May 15, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Tuesday,  May 22, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Tuesday,  May 29, 2018 6:00 PM  -  7:00 PM 

Remember!!! 
Open to the public (13 yrs. & up) 

All levels are Welcome!! 
You only need your mat and water 

(Please use Cherry Street Door to access the building.) 



 

 
                        

First Congregational Church 
 

 Sunday Worship 
 and 

  Church School 

  10:00 a.m. 

This Parish Guide is printed on paper that is at least 30 % 
post-consumer content.  Please recycle it when you are finished. 

If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let the 
Church Office, know by calling (508) 672-5862 or email at   

fccfallriver@gmail.com 

Moving???  Please  don’t forget  to notify   
the church office... 

Prepared especially for … 

The Staff 
Interim Minister– Rev. Bill Harding 

 

Denise Ward-Moderator 
Bonnie Braga-Church School  

Superintendent 
Judith Conrad-Music Minister  

Cheryl Foley-Bookkeeper  
Ivette Alarcon-Church Secretary 

Henry Parker-Sexton 
Doris Thornton-Health Minister 

First Congregational Church 

21 June Street 

Fall River, MA 02720 

 

Telephone:       (508) 672 5862 

Fax:   (508) 672 2341 

Email Address: fccfallriver@gmail.com 

Website Address: www.fccfallriver.org 

Facebook:  www.fccfallriver.com/ 

   fccfallriver 

Twitter, Instagram, fccfallriver 

and YouTube 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 

   9:00AM - 2:30 PM 

Congratulations and Best Wishes 
 

We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included be 
sure to call the Church Office with the necessary information. 

Virginia & Frank Hadley  
April 10 

Corrine & Henry Smith 
April 11 

Susan & Jeffrey Moe-Raposo 

April 18 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
1 

 Worship @ 10:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
Search Meeting @ 11:15 

 

 
2 

 
3 

Soup Kitchen 
@ 2:30 PM 

 
Yoga @ 6:00PM 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 
 

 
8 

Worship @ 10:00 AM 
Communion Sunday 

 
Search Meeting @ 11:15 

 
9 

 
10 

 
 

Yoga @ 6:00PM 

 
11 
 

Deacons Meeting 
@ 7:00 PM 

 
12 

 
13 

 
14 
 
 

 
15 

Worship @ 10:00 AM 
 

Search Meeting @ 11:15 

 
16 

 
17 

Staff Meeting 
@ 10:30 AM 

 
Yoga-CANCELLED 

 
18 
 

 
19 
 

 
20 

 
21 
 

 
22 

Worship @ 10:00 AM 
Music Appreciation  

Sunday 
 

Search Meeting @ 11:15 

 
23 
 

 
24 

Antioch School 
Spring Concert 
8:00-11:00 AM 

 
Yoga @ 6:00PM 

 

 
25 
 

Council Meeting 
@ 7:00 PM 

 
26 
 

 
27 
 

 
28 
 

 
29 

Worship @ 10:00 AM 
 
 

Search Meeting @ 11:15 
 

 

 
30 
 

     

Apri l  2018  
FIRST  
CONGREGATIONAL  
CHURCH 


