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Fro m Reve re n d  A n d y  

The life of the church is a gift to us all to receive. The life of the church is also work. 

And this is true of all of life. If we want to enjoy our children we must work at and 

with them, if we want to enjoy the view from the top of a mountain we must work to 

climb it, if we want to participate in a sport we must get on the field and play. 

  

This March is a terrific time to engage in the life of the church as we journey toward 

Easter. It will be work, it will require a little effort but it will also bring you great  

dividends for that effort. Come be a part of our feeding ministry, or be a part of our 

up coming retreat, or help out with the easter Egg Hunt, or deepen your connection 

to god by participating in the Lenten series or any of the other ministries and  

opportunities to love God, the world, one another, and ourselves this month.  

 

In the Easter lesson, Peter and John run to the tomb when they hear of the  

resurrection from Mary, John out run Peter but both arrive at the tomb to encounter 

the resurrection. We can get overwhelmed in our lives thinking we aren’t keeping up, 

thinking we have more to do than we can possibly handle, but often running the race 

faster is not the answer, running in the right direction is. Running toward the things 

that matter and away from the things that don’t. 

 

The next month of our Lenten walk and the coming celebrations of Easter give us the 

chance to move toward Jesus, as Jesus moves toward us. Don’t  worry about how fast 

you’re moving or how good you think you’re doing or how many times you have to 

reset your Lenten walk, but keep moving in the direction of the cross, keeping  

moving toward the empty tomb keep making space for the life and the work of the 

church in your life and you’ll discover, as even the Peter the slowest runner did on 

that first Easter, angels in your midst pointing you toward the life eternal.  

 

I pray this March be a blessed ‘march’ toward the resurrected Christ for our whole 

church.  

 

Blessings, Rev. Andy  

Happy March to all.  
 

The hope and promise of spring, warmer weather, flowers, and Easter is here in 

March. We have already entered into our Lenten season which for many of us is a 

time of reflection, prayer and the deepening of our faith. We are looking forward to 

hosting the Lenten series on March 6th at 6pm soup will be served and then there 

will be a lesson following. 

 

We have our Palm Sunday service on the 24th with our traditional tea after worship 

in fellowship hall. I hope you are able to join us. 

  

Our Maundy Thursday service will be held on March 28th at 7pm and communion 

will be served. This is always a beautiful meaningful service. I hope you can attend. 

 

During this Lenten time whether you have laid something down that no longer is 

serving you or you have added something to deepen your faith I hope this season has 

meaning for you. 

  

Blessings to all 

Linda Fernandes 

First Congregational Church 
of Fall River 

 

Invites you to 
 

M  O  P  S  
Next meeting 

Wed Mar 06, 2024 @ 6:00 PM 
 
 

FMI please call, text or email our group leaders: 
 

Linda Fernandes   
(508) 272-6152/lfernandes@comcast.net   

Lisa Blanchette   
(508) 493-4616/lisa.blanchette@steward.org  

First Congregational 
Church of Fall River 

 
 

Sunday 
March 3rd, 2024 

@ 11:15 AM 
 

Please join us! 



 

We are  
hosting! 

 
Please 

Join 
Us! 

A note from  

Religious Education 
 

Religious Education/Sunday School would like to welcome our new families  

to our congregation!  
 

I would also like to invite parents/children to join in on some of the 

upcoming events.  
 

We are planning a Meet and Greet Night for parents and children to  

come together to ask questions and further get to know each other. 
  

I am really looking forward to getting to know you more  

and hope to see you there! 

 

Shirley Parrott 

 

Stay tuned!!! 

Easter is fast approaching...  and it is time to place your order for  Living Memorials and Memorial Flowers.  If you are 

interested in establishing or contributing to an already established Living Memorial, please fill out the corresponding form and 

return with payment enclosed, to Church Office by mail to:  21 June Street, Fall River MA 02720  or you can also leave it 

in the collection plate on Service.  
 

DEADLINE for Living Memorials and Easter Memorial Flowers is  
Monday March 18, 2024 

Living Memorial Information Form 
 
From: __________________________________ 

 
In Memory of: ___________________________ 
 

Is this an existing or new memorial? 
   

_____Existing       _____New 

 
Dollar Amount Enclosed: _____________ 
 

Is there anyone in particular you would like me to 

send an acknowledgement to? 
 

____________________________ 
 

Place your order form in the collection plate or mail to the church 

office 21 June Street, Fall River, MA  02720 

 before March 18, 2024. 

Easter Flowers Order Form 
 

In Memory of:______________________   

 
 From: ____________________________ 
 

Select the flowers desired: 
 

 ____Daffodils                            _____Hyacinths   

_____Single Lily        _____Tulips 
 

Cost Per Flower is $23.00 
 

Do you plan to take your plant following the  

March 31st Service?   
  

 _____YES           _____NO 
 

DEADLINE for Living Memorials & Easter  

Memorial Flowers is Monday March 18, 2024. 



 

Mar 31  
Easter  Sunday 

Service 
11:00 AM 

First Congregational Church of Fall River 

“For, With, 
and To” 

“Praise 
God!” 

“Gratitude is 
Life” 

“Trouble” 
“For Our 
Sakes” 

Mar 24-Palm Sunday- 
“What the Lord Wants” @ 10:00 AM 

Mar 28-Maundy Thursday 
“To the Cross” @ 7:00 PM 

Mar 30-Community  
Easter Egg Hunt @ 11:00 AM 

Mar 24-Palm Sunday  
Tea Party @ 11:20 AM 

Fascinators and Bowler Hats encouraged! 

All Church  

Lenten Retreat 
March 12th afternoon 

March 14th after lunch 

This year we invite you to deepen your Lenten Practice by 

spending time at beautiful Glastonbury Abbey in Hingham 

on retreat with Rev. Andy from First Congregational and  

Rev. Jamie from First Baptist Church. 
 

Lent is one of the oldest Christian practices of self-

examination and reflection for the purpose of preparation 

for Easter. Our retreat will begin at afternoon on the 12th of 

March and conclude after lunch on the 14th of March. 

Over those 48 hours you will have opportunities to worship 

with the brothers of the Abbey, to take part in our teaching 

sessions which will include reflective and soulful techniques 

from Ignatian and other Spiritual teachings, to enjoy great 

food and fellowship opportunities, as well as a bask in a  

generous amount of free time to explore the grounds of the 

Abbey, take in the beach, relax, rest, or pray. 
 

We genuinely hope you’ll join us for this time of deepening 

our life with Christ  and one another.  
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Andy and Rev. Jamie 

 

FMI: Please call or email church office at  

508-672-5862/churchoffice@fccfallriver.com 
 

Cost is $50.00 per person,  
includes room and food! 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Ashley Cleere Visit 
 

Rev. Dr. Ashley Cleere is the new  

NACCC Executive Director and she began 

a Listening Tour, endeavoring to visit the 

300 member congregations of the National 

Association of Congregational Christian Churches. The  

primary aim of the Listening Tour is to discern new ways 

for the NACCC to live out our mission: 
 

To nurture fellowship among Congregational Christian 
Churches  and to support ministries of the local church in 
its community and to the world, all in the name of Christ. 

 

Specifically, her goals for this journey include:  

• Hear what is on the hearts and minds of Congregationalists today. 

• Become acquainted with communities that are home to NACCC 

churches 

• Connect Congregationalists who share interests and concerns  

• Respond to questions about the NACCC 
 

For this reason, Rev. Dr. Cleere will be visiting our 

church on  

Sunday March 10th,  
so we invite you to stay right after Sunday Service and  

participate of this great opportunity.  



 

This has been a very worthwhile endeavor that our church has  
embraced and we need volunteers to help with the  

preparation as well as serving. 
 

 SOUP KITCHEN 
Upcoming Dates:      Mar 05, 2024                                                 Apr 02, 2024 

 

Please plan to be at church  by 2:00 PM 

  Have you ordered your brick to help complete our 

Memorial Walkway  

in the  James Ward Memorial Garden? 
 

Order forms are available in the Narthex or by  calling/

emailing the church office at (508) 672-5862 or 
churchoffice@fccfallriver.com 

First Congregational Church  
  

Free Yoga Classes  
@ 6:00 PM  
282 Rock St.  

(Please use Cherry Street door)  
 

Every  
Tuesday & Thursday 

Free and open to the public  
(13yrs and up) 

 
All levels welcome!!  
Please refer to our  

Facebook page for all class  
cancellations or changes. 

www.facebook.com/fccfallriver 

Step 1:  Go to https://get.tithe.ly  
or  scan the QR-Code 
Step 2:  Create an account 
Step 3:   GIVE!!! 

https://
fccfallriver.com/ 

FCC Spotify 

Scan to listen to 11:11 &  

Sunday Worship 

Go to: https://
soundcloud.com 

Search:  
for FCC Fall River 

Please join us every 
Tue-Wed-Thu for: 

11 Minutes at 11:11 am 
 

with Rev Andy-on Facebook Live 
https://www.facebook.com/FccFallRiver 
Also available in Spotify &Sound Cloud   

 

 
 
 
 

 
Go to: https://soundcloud.com 

Search: for FCC Fall River 

Free to all 

Lunchtime Organ Recital 
Friday, March 22, 2024 

 at 12:00 PM 
 

First Congregational Church 

282 Rock St. Fall River 
Guest Musician 

Peter Krasinski  
performed on our 1911 Ernest Skinner organ with 3 

manuals and 1555 pipes. 

Donations are accepted. 

The Program will be followed by a light lunch  in front of the church. 

For further information call the church at  
 

(508) 672-5862 or email judithconrad@mindspring.com 



 Office hours  
Monday-Thursday 
9:00 AM –2:00 PM 



 Congratulations and Best Wishes 
 

We know these lists may be incomplete, so we ask that anyone whose name is not included  
be sure to call the Church Office with the necessary information. 

The Staff 
Rev. Andrew Stinson 

Senior Minister 
 

Denise Ward-Moderator 
Judith Conrad-Music Minister  

Cheryl Foley-Bookkeeper  
Ivette Alarcon-Church Admin. 

Henry Parker-Sexton 
Shirley Parrott-RE Coordinator 

    Telephone                                      Fax 
 (508) 672 5862                            (508) 672 2341 

 Email Address 
 churchoffice@fccfallriver.com 

 

Website Address 
http://fccfallriver.com/ 

 

Facebook 
 https://www.facebook.com/  FccFallRiver/ 

 

SoundCloud 
https://soundcloud.com/    user-281358520 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday   9:00AM - 2:00 PM 

All printed copies of this parish guide are printed on paper that is at least 
30 % post-consumer content.  Please recycle it when you are finished. 

If you no longer wish to receive the Parish Guide, please let 
the Church Office, know by phone (508) 672-5862 

or email at  churchoffice@fccfallriver.com 

Moving???  Please let us know; don’t forget  
to notify the church office... 

Prepared especially for …. 

First Congregational Church 

Office: 21 June Street 

Fall River, MA 02720 

Happy Birthday 


